Open Meeting

April 27, 2011
9:00 am  - 9:20 am

Persons Attending:

Commission Staff:


Sherrie Hayashi, Commissioner


Alan Hennebold, Deputy Commissioner


Sara Danielson, Admin. Asst.


Ron Dressler, IA Division Director


Richard La Jeunesse, Adjudication Division Director 

Tonya Gallegos, IA Program Coordinator

Others Attending:


Carrie Taylor, Richards Brandt Miller & Nelson 

Dennis Lloyd, Workers Compensation Fund


Commissioner Hayashi called the meeting to order at 9:00 am. 

Item 1.  R612-12 Workers’ Compensation Coverage Waivers

Ron Dressler explained that with the passage of SB191 during the 2011 Legislative Session, rules needed to be made to establish the procedures for employers to receive coverage waivers from the Commission instead of from insurance carriers as is currently done.  He explained that the proposed rule establishes the cost of a coverage waiver, the term of the waiver, the process for granting waivers, denying waivers and the appeal rights employers would have.  The proposed rule also establishes the responsibility of those relying upon contractors having a waiver.  Alan Hennebold asked questions regarding how the fee was set and what factors might affect the amount collected.  Ron explained that the fee is set at what insurance carriers are currently charging for a waiver.  He stated that the economy and the idea of coming to a government entity for the wavier may play a part in the number of waivers issued and therefore the amount collected from the waivers.  Carrie Taylor asked about how the waivers will work with employers.  Ron and Alan both responded that there is no change in how the waivers work with employers, the only change is that the Commission will now be issuing the waivers.
No comments having been made to the substance of the rule; the Commission will move forward with this proposed rule.  The rule will be published in the Administrative Rules bulletin of May 15, 2011.
Item 2.  R602-1, R602-2, R602-4, R602-7 and R602-8  Adjudication Division Rules

Richard La Jeunesse explained that the proposed rule changes are to accommodate electronic filing of documents.  The changes set forth: collection of electronic addresses; what documents can be filed electronically and in what format documents must be filed.  He explained that Medical Records cannot be filed electronically due to the requirement of binding and tabbing.  Rules R602-7 and R602-8 also have changes as to the requirements of responses and prehearing conferences are made optional in UALD and UOSH proceedings.
Alan Hennebold commented that these changes are the result of a statutory change.  Since, there is no timeframe for the rules to be changed; Alan asked if the change should be delayed for education of participating attorneys.  Richard responded that the regularly scheduled Quarterly Meeting with attorneys is scheduled for June and these rules will be discussed at that time with the attorneys.

Carrie Taylor raised the question of whether or not an electronic acknowledgement of receipt will be issued by the Commission.  Richard explained that as will the current system of mailing documents, receipt is assumed unless return mail received.
The Commission will go forward with these proposed rule changes.  It is anticipated that they will be published in the Administrative Rules Bulletin on May 15, 2011.
The Meeting adjourned at 9:20 am.

